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After hearing this sad narrative, I entreated the old
man to accept rne as his son-in-law, and if evil be my
future doom, then let it come; but the old man would
on no account agree to my request. When the even-
ing came, I took my leave of him, and went to the
sardl. Mubarak said, " Well, prince, rejoice, God has
favoured you, and your labours are not thrown away/'
I answered, " 1 have to-day used many fair speeches,
but that infidel old man will not consent; God knows
if he will give her to me or not." My mind was in
such a state that I passed the night in great restless-
ness, and wished the morning was come that I might
return [and see her]; I sometimes fancied, that if
the father should be kind and agree to my wishes,
Mubarak would carry her away for Maliki Sddik. I
then said to myself, " Well, let us once get possession
of her; I will then get over Mubarak, and enjoy her."
Again my heart was filled with apprehensions, that
even if Mubarak should likewise agree to my project,
the jinns would serve me as they had served the
prince; moreover the king of this city will never
consent, that after the murder of his son, another
should enjoy [his bride].

I passed the whole night without sleep, agitated by
this project. When the day appeared, I issued forth,
and went to the cJiauk, and purchased some pieces of
fine cloth and lace, and fresh and dried fruits; and
carried them to the old man. He was greatly pleased,
and said, " That to every one nothing is dearer than
life, but even if my life could be of any use to thee, I
would not grieve to sacrifice it, and give thee now my
daughter; but I fear that by doing so, I might en-